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Unemployment Rate 

(April 2006; not seasonally adjusted) 
 

St. Joseph (Mo./Kan.)    4.4%  
Buchanan County 4.5% 

 
Employment 

Private sector employment in Buchanan County in 2004 
was made up largely of trade, transportation and utilities 
(25.1%), manufacturing (17.4%), and education and 
health services (15.8%). Government employed 2,209. 

Median household income in St. Joseph in 2000 was 
$32,663, lower than the state average of $37,934.

EEccoonn

Buchanan Co

Indu

Natural Resour
Construction 
Manufacturing
Trade, Trans. &
Information 
Financial Activ
Prof. & Busine
Education & H
Services 
Leisure & Hosp
Other Services
Total

IInnccoommee  

EEmmppllooyymmeenntt  

St. Joseph, Missouri’s seventh largest city, had an estimate
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The average annual wage in Buchanan County was $30,576 in 2005, compared to $36,192 for Missouri.

Buchanan County per capita personal income was $27,368 in 2004, ranking 16th among the counties. 

The poverty rate for St. Joseph was 13% in 2000, higher than the state’s rate of 11.7%. 
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People who live in St. Jos ph work throughout 
Northwest Missouri but especially in Kansas City. 
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St. Joseph attracts 
workers from around 
Northwest Missouri, 
especially Kansas City. 
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St. Joseph has a strong life sciences-based economy in such businesses as animal pharmaceuticals, 
agricultural  chemicals, food processing, health care, animal research and development and seed production. 
St. Joseph is ideally located for these firms because Northwest Missouri boasts the highest crop yields for 
soybeans and corn in the state and provides easy access to raw materials for manufacturing. 
Data sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. 
Census Bureau, ACCRA, Missouri Office of Administration and MERIC LED program. 
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